
TYPE OF WOOD FIBER
Different species of trees will also 
affect the color of the fi nal product, 
particularly with lighter colors like 
Gold and Cedartone.  In order to 
ensure consistency, therefore, the 

wood source must be of the same 
species — often a challenge, given 
the high demand for wood for other 
resources such as energy plants.  As 
a result, many companies, unable to 
separate wood by species, generate 
inconsistently-colored product from 
one load to the next.   Just as we have 
in the past three years, CWP will 
strive to maintain the highest level 
of consistency and quality with all 
of our mulch products.   To do that, 
we’ve chosen specifi c species of 
wood for each color that we produce 
and will, if necessary, purchase logs 
of that species.  This will ensure 
consistency — and an ample supply 
— to meet the demand throughout the 
2008 season.
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log form right up until the coloring 
process — maintaining the moisture in 
the wood to ensure excellent colorant 
bonding and color fastness. 

AMOUNT OF COLORANT USED
CWP uses up to 
three times as 
much colorant as 
its competitors, 
and its reason 
for doing so is 
obvious.  Think 
about painting 
one part of your 
house with one 
coat of paint and 
another with 
two.  Initially 
they both look 
good, but after a 
short period of 
exposure to the 
elements, the 
side with one coat 
will wear and fade much faster than the 
multiple-coat side. The same holds true 
for colorizing. The added “coating,” 
coupled with the higher moisture 
content of the wood fi ber, produces a 
brighter, higher quality mulch that lasts 
longer throughout the season.  

QUALITY OF THE COLORANT USED
After testing many brands of colorant, 
we’ve found that Colorbiotics’ product 
outperforms all others in degree of 
pigment loading, ability to adhere 
to wood fi bers, uniform coverage, 
durability, UV protection, best quality 
and highest degree of consistency.  
In addition, all ingredients used in 
Colorbiotics’ colorants are specifi cally 
formulated to be non-toxic to plants and 
animals.

A large part of the growth CWP has 
enjoyed is due to the success of our 
colored mulch products. And getting 
mulch from its original pristine 
state to the rich, vibrant color for 
which we’ve become known is equal 
parts science and art.  This month, 
we’d like to offer some insight into 
the components that make up the 
process that separates our mulch 
from the others available today.

WATER
Nothing can impact the success of 
a colorizing process like water. Too 
little, and the colorant will not fl ow 
properly into the wood fi ber causing 
uneven coating of the mulch.  Too 
much, and the colorant gets diluted, 
allowing the color of the wood to 
show through.  Diluted color also 
allows sunlight to prematurely gray 
the wood.

MOISTURE CONTENT OF WOOD FIBER  
The wood’s moisture content also 
has a huge impact on the fi nal 
product and the durability of the 
color. The more moisture present 
in the wood, the better the pigment 
will bond to it, making initial fading 
less noticeable and increasing the 
longevity of the fi nal product.  
Maximizing the wood’s moisture 
content also reduces the risk of the 
color becoming “transparent” by 
an inability to soak into the wood.  
A very dry wood, on the other 
hand, will suck the moisture in 
towards its center — again leaving a 
“transparent” look to the color until 
more is added.  Pallet mulch, which 
typically lacks color durability and 
fastness, is an excellent example of 
this.  To eliminate many of these 
issues, CWP leaves its wood in 
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Once built on sand — or simply installed 
on asphalt for those of us who go way
back — playground areas have come 
a long way in reducing the risk of 
children’s injuries.  In the recent past, 

alternative materials such as pea gravel, 
crumb rubber and tire chips have been 
used as an effective means to cushion 
the occasional fall.  Now those materials, 
too, are giving way to engineered wood 
fi ber, a product that CWP has been 
championing for almost as long as it’s 
been in business.  

While engineered wood fi ber is not new, 
the quality of the product has improved 
immensely.  Stringent testing parameters 

have led to a product that is not only 
safe, but is also a very cost-effective 
alternative to the playground materials 
mentioned above.
“AS a company, we identifi ed a need 

for such a material 
shortly after we 
got into the mulch 
business,” says 
CWP’s General 
Sales Manager, 
Doug Matejcek.   
“So we set out to 
create a product that 
would exceed the 
standards set forth 
by the International 
Play Equipment 
Manufacturers 
Association 

(IPEMA).  These tests — which include 
wheelchair accessibility, fall height 
measuring, foreign material testing and 
particle sizing parameters — ensure 
the safety of the product being installed 
in playgrounds and prevent “cheap 
imitations” from entering the market 
place.  Our product, called Rec-Step, is 
the result of those efforts.”

Working closely with the major Rec-
Step users in the metro the past few 

Creating Playground Material: It’s Not Child’s Play

seasons, CWP has refi ned the process 
used to produce the playground-ready 
chips.  The process now involves pre- 
and post-grinder screening to generate a 
product that is not only very clean, but 
also consistently sized from load to load.  
In 2006 CWP noticed that, in addition 
to municipal sales, there was also a 
demand for a safety chip for backyard 
playgrounds.  To meet that demand, the 
company encouraged its  customers to 
switch from whole tree chips to the Rec-
Step product.

“We felt confi dent recommending the 
product since it was far more consistent 
and of a higher quality than the whole 
tree chips they were replacing,” says 
Matejcek.  “In addition, Rec-Step would 
answer the demand for a certifi ed product 
for backyard play structures.  That effort 
proved so successful that, in 2007 we 
switched completely to the Rec-Step chip 
and eliminated the whole tree chip for 
this application entirely.  The Rec-Step 
product continues to grow in popularity 
and much of its success to date, is a 
direct result of our efforts at continuous 
product improvement.”

Who says you can’t make a good thing 
better?

Your Quarterly Dose of TREEvia. 

Few things on the face of this earth play as vital a role for us as trees.  In their various 
forms they can provide shade, shelter, a source of food, fuel for power, and more.  Yet 
very little is really known about trees, so we here at The Grind felt obligated to change 
that.  On a regular basis we will offer an installment of little known facts regarding 

trees.  We call it TREEvia; we hope you’ll call it interesting and informative.

•  Trees have been growing on this planet 
for 370 million years.  That’s one million 
full generations of 370 year-old trees.
•  Here in the U.S. we have nearly 1,200 
indigenous species of trees.  Only India 
has more native species.
•  The tallest trees in this country are the 

Redwoods of California which can grow 
to heights in excess of 300 feet.  However, 
that pales in comparison to the Mountain 
Ash of Australia which, reportedly can 
reach heights better than 400 feet.
•  Balsa Wood, the softest, lightest wood 
in the world comes from the Balsa tree 

which, ironically, is a Hardwood tree.
•  The bark of the Giant Sequoia Tree can 
be as much as two feet thick.
•  The coal we are mining in the U.S. today 
is a fossil fuel derived from trees that lived 
as much as 140 million years ago.
•  The roots of a mature tree can extend 
out up to three times the height of the tree, 
dispelling the notion that the root and 
crown of a tree are equal in size.

More TREEvia next issue.



“At Central, 
they’re 
not above 
teaching an 
old dog some 
new tricks.”  
-Tim Sether on his position 
as Lot & Landclearing 
Estimator
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Employee Spotlight: Tim Sether

The ways in which  many of our CWP 
family fi nd their way here are as varied as 
the people themselves.  For Tim Sether, a 
need for mulch led to a visit to our yard  and 
a major career change at age 43.  Today, 
as one of CWP’s Lot and Landclearing 
Estimators, he is the point man for land 

and road clearing projects, he determines 
the size of crew needed, the types of 
equipment, best approach to felling trees, 
and more.  He is also involved in CWP’s 
sales and marketing efforts for the Filtrexx 
SiltSoxx line of products.

“I was actually fi nishing up construction 
of our home and needed some mulch 
for the landscaping,” he says.  “A friend 
suggested I check out Central Wood 
Products  which was not far from our 
house.  I did, and ended up talking to Jim 
Olson who suggested I come on board.”

At the time, Tim had 18 years’ experience 
with a local dairy, but a desire to work 
with heavy equipment (he owns his own 
excavator) and a love of working outdoors 
made him receptive to CWP’s offer.

“I started out as a loader operator for the 
yard then worked on a lot clearing crew 
for a bit when I was approached for the 
Estimator position.  Apparently, at Central, 
they’re not above teaching an old dog 
some new tricks.  I love the fact that every 

day here is different, no two projects are 
the same and every job is really a team 
effort.”

When asked about personal priorities, Tim 
will say (without hesitation): “My family, 
my job and outdoor sports.”  Now love of 
outdoor activities is almost second nature 
to any Minnesotan, so that should come to any Minnesotan, so that should come 
as no surprise.  However, where most as no surprise.  However, where most 
sportsmen lean toward fi shing for muskie sportsmen lean toward fi shing for muskie 
or northerns, Tim’s idea of relaxation is or northerns, Tim’s idea of relaxation is 
somewhat . . . different.somewhat . . . different.

“I am an avid bowfi sherman,” he says.  “I am an avid bowfi sherman,” he says.  
“And a perfect day for me means heading “And a perfect day for me means heading 
out to an afternoon of fi shing for Alligator out to an afternoon of fi shing for Alligator 
Gar along the Rio Grande in Texas.”Gar along the Rio Grande in Texas.”

Tim had one of those dream days Tim had one of those dream days 
recently and it more than lived up to its recently and it more than lived up to its 
expectations.

“I was able to nail a 231 pounder that was, 
for a time, the bow fi shing world record 
for Alligator Gar.  Both my wife Cathy 
and I are just nuts about bow hunting and 
bow fi shing and we are lucky to have this 
mutual like.”

Tim and Cathy Tim and Cathy 
have two children, have two children, 
Raelynn and Raelynn and 
Natalie, and live Natalie, and live 
in the now-in the now-
c o m p l e t e d c o m p l e t e d 
home that led home that led 
to Tim’s late-to Tim’s late-
inning career inning career 
change. 

“It’s been an “It’s been an 
interesting interesting 
turn of turn of 
events but events but 
I just love I just love 
it here at it here at 
CWP.”
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From neighboring 
woods 
to neighborhoods
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Rivard Contracting, Inc. dba 
Central Wood Products is a Central Wood Products is a 
family-owned business in East family-owned business in East family-owned business in East 
Bethel, Minn., that started 18 Bethel, Minn., that started 18 Bethel, Minn., that started 18 
years ago as a tree removal/years ago as a tree removal/years ago as a tree removal/
trimming service. Since then, trimming service. Since then, trimming service. Since then, 
it has grown into a large-it has grown into a large-
scale land clearing and wood scale land clearing and wood scale land clearing and wood 
processing operation. Our processing operation. Our processing operation. Our 
state-of-the-art facility covers state-of-the-art facility covers state-of-the-art facility covers state-of-the-art facility covers 
33 acres and was specifi cally 33 acres and was specifi cally 33 acres and was specifi cally 33 acres and was specifi cally 
designed and built for effi cient designed and built for effi cient designed and built for effi cient designed and built for effi cient 
processing and manufacturing processing and manufacturing processing and manufacturing processing and manufacturing 
of high-quality wood mulches of high-quality wood mulches of high-quality wood mulches of high-quality wood mulches 
for landscaping, playground for landscaping, playground for landscaping, playground for landscaping, playground 
surfacing and a variety of other surfacing and a variety of other surfacing and a variety of other surfacing and a variety of other 
uses. Our primary goal is to uses. Our primary goal is to uses. Our primary goal is to 
provide our customers with provide our customers with provide our customers with 
the absolute highest quality the absolute highest quality the absolute highest quality 
products available at the very products available at the very products available at the very 
best prices with unparalleled best prices with unparalleled best prices with unparalleled 
service. service. 

Our reputation is our most Our reputation is our most 
valuable asset.valuable asset.

THE PROCESS
CWP’s coloring process begins with 
logs that are ground once into “coarse 
grind” material.  That material is fed 
into a coloring grinder equipped with a 
spray bar attachment that screeds off the 
material and applies the colorant/water 
mixture onto the mulch entering the 
grinder.  Once in the grinding chamber, 
the mulch is reground and mixed with 
the colorant, then conveyed out to a bin 
where it sits while the colorant soaks into 
the wood fi ber until dry.

The coloring process itself is relatively 
simple, but it is the synergism of all of 
the individual components that makes 
CWP’s colored mulch the industry 
standard.  Our goals for 2008 are simple: 
to once again produce the highest quality 
mulches in the industry, and to exceed 
your customers’ expectations.  Here’s to a 
great year!

On behalf of everyone here at Rivard 
Contracting and Central Wood Products, 
On behalf of everyone here at Rivard 
Contracting and Central Wood Products, 
On behalf of everyone here at Rivard 

we would like to express our sincere 
Contracting and Central Wood Products, 
we would like to express our sincere 
Contracting and Central Wood Products, 

appreciation for giving us the opportunity 
we would like to express our sincere 
appreciation for giving us the opportunity 
we would like to express our sincere 

to do business with your organization this 
appreciation for giving us the opportunity 
to do business with your organization this 
appreciation for giving us the opportunity 

past year.  We appreciate and value the 
to do business with your organization this 
past year.  We appreciate and value the 
to do business with your organization this 

continued confi dence you place in us.  If 
past year.  We appreciate and value the 
continued confi dence you place in us.  If 
past year.  We appreciate and value the 

we can do anything more or differently 
continued confi dence you place in us.  If 
we can do anything more or differently 
continued confi dence you place in us.  If 

to better serve your needs, please don’t 
we can do anything more or differently 
to better serve your needs, please don’t 
we can do anything more or differently 

hesitate to call.  
to better serve your needs, please don’t 
hesitate to call.  
to better serve your needs, please don’t 

We wish you all a Happy Holiday Season 
and a healthy, prosperous year to come.
We wish you all a Happy Holiday Season 
and a healthy, prosperous year to come.
We wish you all a Happy Holiday Season 

Sincerely,

Mike & Lisa Rivard, Owners
Rivard Contracting/Central Wood Products
Mike & Lisa Rivard, Owners
Rivard Contracting/Central Wood Products
Mike & Lisa Rivard, Owners

P.S. We hope to meet many of you at the 
MNLA show in January.
P.S. We hope to meet many of you at the 
MNLA show in January.
P.S. We hope to meet many of you at the 


